NS

The Philadeiphin igueer & WBCHAEL '-'.-'-. ¥
Inventor Walter Holmes (laft) shows off his Wall Street Whiz gamg in
Jerome Ruderman’s classroom at Frankford High School. The gajne
ks based on the stock market of 19209 and 1930, i
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R ‘Wall Street’s history
=

Investing strategy. Math.
History. All that can be
‘taught from studying a
'eritical year — 1929.

By Ciaran P. McNally
FOR THE INQUIRER
How would you have invested
S100.000 in 19297
Stashing it under the maliress is
not a valid answer.
For the last few weeks, area high

| school students have had the oppor-

tunity to decide what 1929 companies
they woald have invested thelr hun-
dred grand in — and learn a heck of

i'm |0l abomt the siock market —

b

thanks 10 & ne'w game.

Wall Street Whiz, o simulation of
the stock marke! beiween April 29,
1929, and March 31, 1930, iransports
participants back to that Infamous
year.

Why use an era when the stock
markest crashed?

“That time period Is an ideal model
to roview the extremes of the knvest-
ing spectrum,” explained the game's
creator, Walter Holmes, adding,
=1929 proved 10 be a more simplistic
form of stock market activiiy.”

The game consists of a set of work-
books, The books provide detalled
information about the stock market
and historical references surround-

| ing the crash.

The books also contain investor
portfollos, company prospecinses
and question-and-answer sectloms.

Participants follow actual: weekly
stock prices that arc listed on & 26-by-
I%inch, 55page presentation board
Holmes calls a simuolation display.
The display alse highlights major
news events that wonld have al-
fected the markel. Each page of the
display represents one week.

Throughout the specified invest-

| ment perlod, students collect divi-

dends, buy stock, sell stock, buy it
back, ¢lc.

“Wall Sireet Whiz provides a trial-
and-crror-siyle learning process”
Holmes sald. He thinks this is one of
the most effective ways of teaching.

The game is the first product of
Holmes' company, The Fifth House
[ne. He said the company eveniually
would produce other educational
materials

Something of & Renalssance man,

| Holmes, 40, also 15 a major in the Alr

Force Reserve, a part-time sapervi-
sor for UPS a former subsitute
teacher, and & former Instructor in
total quality management for the Air
Force.

Holmes said he became |nterested
in the stock market in 1988, after
reading the book Understanding

1S now a learning

Wall Street. :

Wanting to offer people a hands-on
way to learn the stock marke® he
began research for Wall Street Whiz
in 1989, -

By 1991, Holmes was working on
getting the game copyrighted.

After ap unsuccesslul anemgt 1o
get Wall Street Whiz marketed 'es a
traditional board game, Holmes
transformed if into 18 current slate.

After investing more than $30.000
of his own money, Holmes 13 offeting
# free pilot program to schoolstand
other community organizations. The
pliot program will be offered gniil
August, i

After August, the game kit, which
contains the display and 20 work:
books, will cost 5100 i

The Greater Philadelphia Uzhar
Affairs Coalition has agrecd 1o buy
one kit and will help Holmes obtain
other sponsors, sald Ernest Johes,
executive director of the coalitlon

Wall Street Whiz, In the schaal
format, is appropriate for sixih 1o
Lith grades, Holmes said :

Soveral high schools in the area
are involved im the pilot progfam,
gay teschers al the schools, inolid-
ing Frankford, Bok, Simon Gratziand
Edison-Fareira in Philadelphia. las-
terman will start asing the game in
its seventh-grade math class in Sep-
tember. '

Teachers at these schools say they
are using the game as an enrlchibent
program for thelr regular sqcial
stidies, economics and busipess
classes. They say they're fery
pleased with it i

“I's one of the best simulatlons
I've seen,” said Jerome Eudermgn, &
social studies teacher al Frar.‘:inrd
High School '

Ruderman has been using i id his
class for the last several weekss

"Siudents love it I've never sech so
much motivation and excitemeft.’

Victer Miller, & social studles
teacher at Bok, agresd i

“Our currculum lacks any slock
market component. The game (it in
perfectly as a supplement.” he $aid
“It opens up the mystery for the
students™ 1

What distinguishes Wall Sgreet
Whiz from oiher slock-market gemes
used in schools? i

“It's written as a story, whicl] re-
tnins [the studenis attentipn
Holmes said i

“It takes people back, so they feel
that they're in 1929, he explained
“It’s & reenactment of the time frime
and all of the factors that influedced
the stock market” i

In July, Wall Street Whiz wil] be
available to the public as a non-bgard
game, Holmes estimates that ithe
price of the game will be betweer 580
and 590 t
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Viden clign from ibhe Mew York
Sock Exchanpe show frenrisd men
crrwed sopotier and shouting, while
scraps of discarded paper fwtner
thiough air eventually carpeting the
fhone, A stressn of nambers and
acronye by by om an elactronic soore
boord, cresieg a makdening soene thae
masry' pecgde find o diffioull o e
wimrul

Hut W sy Flobmes. s e i cis-
et for noarly everyone i nderstand
B coampleity of ithe: Saock: Market.

Holmes, 5 ML Alry seisdont and an
Alr Forre Reserve commander af Fort
Miciuiee, fs the Enventor of o game call
Twyall Sereet Whie." The educaibonal
parne Lakes. players through amukaied
yoar omtered mround the crm off 1729,

*1 wani people 1o gt a betier under-
standing of the sock market the fact
Bl economecs ffocts thoir day-eo-day
life,® sabd Holmes, whoss
entrepremcurial venture in callsd The
Fifth House, Ine. “We're s fir behind

Prggparr Do

ini 30 many things in terms of finsmce
and economics, kow b0 invest oar
mency, and what should we Pl oor
TTancy inio.”

Though it tergets 5 wide schene,
Wil 51 Whiz wai utilised Phalacelphia
public schocds, metiving very positive
reviews and itimisdahng dudenty wha
were othonwia uminkerested in) the -
Eu

Players start with $ 100,000 and o
by 12 asinchos, burying s selling bosed

o information shout the compamy and
horw arecesrcements and news events
may effect the ride af fall of sock

It has been nearly 10 YeAry finde
Holmes began his odyssey io prosent
T creation 0 the Frasses,

His irderess in rrarket began aa
an . ocemilet  wbsts b industrial
appdyimatcral ransgement coimpaEy
fodded. The company bad dwived for
thiee yeard Flolmes was lelt with fa
ermphryTent and pothing i do, Saady-
g hocame bis reooiEse

He peicd i ook enditlend ncdersiond
fmg Woll Sereed. Prosn there Wall 56

N
‘Wall Street Whiz’ s
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3 !& o it e 1
Whi hegan i ke form
I-.;Thr JHHLII jlea was for me o
 imncleratund the market hoter,” Hiolmes
sk, When my analysis began o be
fir, then | developed it inko 2 parme
* 3T years of research, snd 23,000
pages of reforence faterial, spawnod
the fird ecliion of b pame, He chose
the moeiths peoceadien the crask and
e rbfl_'li'uri'h: the el People who
enache: sound Ervestments in that time
Fﬂ‘i'ﬂh'fmxdh'ﬂndnrrrrnq'
T famows crawh of 1920, which
e e e et Depresesion, weas choseen
H!nin'rpﬁ!'uﬁu&wnth
ekt and the principles kearmod in dhe
e can e appliod waday, |
“Econoenl:a i o social science,”
explsined Holrmod, “Sa, i doesn't e
fer whether or not it done with, iodey's
‘mnarket or yesteryear's marker, in the
et same thing becmne iti. bawically
dealing with the social stroctine 'of &
“Tiodary' 1 market w100 compli-
cueed. | coukd mot really undersined i,
Flus, it*s mese of & glohal market, |
* [Continued on Page 2-D)
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game teaches basic principles



